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1 . DURING MAY 19 TOUR D'HORIZON WITH EMBASSY LOS OFFICER, MFA 
LEGAL AFFAIRS AND TREATIES DIVISION CHIEF MUSTAPHA GHARBI GAVE 
HIS VIEWS ON A VARIETY OF LOS-RELATED TOPICS. GHARBI HEADS 
GOM'S LOS DELEGATION, AND EMBOFF'S MEETING ON EVE OF NEW YORK 
MEETING FOLLOWED ON LOS CONVERSATIONS HERE WITH SENIOR SOVIET 
ENVOY. 

2. SOVIETS DISCUSS LOS: SOVIET ENVOY, ALEXEI SHVEDOV, 

ARRIVED IN RABAT MAY 8 FOLLOWING SWING THROUGH MAGHREB COUNTRIES ON 
OSTENSIBLE MISSION OF DISCUSSION LOS MATTERS (SEPTEL). GHARBI 
JOKINGLY REMARKED THAT SOVIET POSITION "VERY MUCH LIKE" U.S.'S 
AND THAT "U.S. NEED NOT WORRY." HE NOTED THAT SHVEDOV HAD 
BEEN THROUGH TWO YEARS AGO TO DISCUSS LOS, THE U.S. LOS DELEGATION 
HAD VISITED MOROCCO IN THE INTERIM (76 LONDON 09638 NOTAL) 

AND THAT DISCUSSIONS WERE "PERFECTLY NORMAL". ONLY DETAIL 
CONVEYED WAS THAT SOVIETS TENDED TO VIEW SEABED AUTHORITY 
AS ONLY BEING "REGISTRY" FOR NATIONS WANTING TO MINE SEABEDS. 
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HE ALSO SAID SOVIETS UNHAPPY WITH U.S. PROPOSAL TO STANDARDIZE 
SHIPBOARD COMMUNICATIONS, A PROPOSAL WHICH SOVIETS FELT WAS 
DESIGNED TO REQUIRE THAT U.S. EQUIPMENT BE ABOARD ALL SHIPS 
AT SEA. 

3. PROGRESS TO DATE: IN GENERAL, GHARBI PRONOUNCED HIMSELF 
SATISFIED WITH PROGRESS OF LOS CONFERENCE TO DATE, SAYING 
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THAT TALKS HAD ADVANCED SINCE THIS TIME LAST YEAR. 

HE CONJECTURED THAT THERE MIGHT BE A FINAL TREATY BY 1980. 

4. SEABEDS: ON U.S. POSITIONS, GHARBI TERMED "DISTURB ING" 

PENDING U.S. CONGRESSIONAL LEGISLATION TO IMPLEMENT DEEP 
SEABED MINING PRACTICES. HE PREDICTED THAT SUCH A MOVE BY 
THE CONGRESS WOULD "BREAK UP" THE CONFERENCE. A LONG LECTURE 
ENSUED ON THE PRINCIPLE OF DEEP SEABED RESOURCES AS 

MAN'S COMMON HERITAGE. 

5. ECONOMIC ZONE. MOROCCO WAS IN NO HURRY TO DECLARE A 200 
MILE ECONOMIC ZONE. ALTHOUGH IT WAS CAREFULLY WATCHING SPAIN, 
WHICH HE UNDERSTOOD WAS "CONTEMPLATING" SUCH A MOVE. HE 
CRITICIZED THE U.S. FOR ITS "PREMATURE" DECLARATION OF 200 
MILE-LIMIT. THE GOM PREFERRED TO AWAIT RESOLUTION OF THE 
QUESTION WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE LOS TALKS. AS IN THE PAST, 

ITS PARTICULAR CONCERN IN THIS RESPECT WAS THE RESOLUTION OF 
THE QUESTION AS AFFECTED BY THE CANARIES. 

6. STRAITS. GHARBI NOTED THAT THE GOM AND MALAYSIA HAD BEEN 
"RELATIVELY QUIET" ON THE STRAITS QUESTION IN THE LAST LOS 
SESSION. IN GENERAL, THE GOM WAS SATISFIED WITH THE DRAFT SNT 

BUT WOULD ARGUE IN THE NEXT SESSION FOR "UNFOLDING" CERTAIN IDEAS 
AND "EXPLAINING" THEM, NAMELY IN THE AREA OF THE "BEHAVIOR" OF 
VESSLES PASSING THROUGH THE STRAITS. HE ALSO MAINTAINED THAT THE 
GOM WOULD REQUIRE A SEPARATE, COMPARISON AGREEMENT WITH OTHER 
COUNTRIES COVERING THE "FACILITIES" WHICH IT WOULD INSTALL TO 
MONITOR THE STRAITS FOR SAFETY, TRAFFIC FLOW, AND POLLUTION 
CONTROL PURPOSES, AS STIPULATED IN ARTICLE 41 OF THE SNT. 
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7. ON THE SUBJECT OF THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE PERSIAN GULF AND 
RED SEA (STATE 073110), GHARBI ADMITTED THAT THE ARABS HAD 
PROBLEMS WITH THE CURRENT SNT. HE SAID RATHER VAGUELY THAT THE 
GOM SUPPORTED THE "IRAQUI PROPOSAL" ON THE GULF. THE MAIN 
CURRENT CONCERN OF THE ARABS. HOWEVER, WAS ISRAELI OCCUPATION OF 
A NUMBER OF UNINHABITED ISLANDS IN THE RED SEA, WHICH COULD 
IMPACT ON THE ARAB STRAITS POSITION IN THE LOS TALKS. HE 

SEEMED TO HINT THAT DISSENSION ON THIS POINT COULD UNTRACK THE 
ENTIRE ACCORD REACHED SO FAR ON THE STRAITS TEXT, AT LEAST 
INSOFAR AS THE ARABS WERE CONCERNED. 

8. GHARBI SAID HE WOULD NOT BE LEAVING FOR NEW YORK UNTIL 
MID-JUNE. THE GOM REP AT THE EARLY SESSIONS WOULD BE PROFESSOR 
MOHAMED BENNANI, DEAN OF THE LAW SCHOOL AT CASABLANCA. 

9. COMMENT: GHARBI OFTEN EXAGGERATES CERTAIN POINTS IN INFORMAL 
LOS DISCUSSIONS IN AN ATTEMPT TO INFLUENCE US POLICY ON OTHER 
ISSUES. WE JUDGE THAT HIS COMMENTS ON THE RED SEA FALL IN THIS 
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